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in rare cases the full satisfaction of the first three of
these objects must precede the last, fullness of human
experience and action prepare for the spiritual li-
beration; the debt to the family, the community and
the gods could not be scamped." By fulfilling the
&st two of these aims man enriches his mental and
physical being, by the third he finds himself
bound up with the society, and by the fourth
he attains the highest objective of life. But the in-
stitution of caste was a more potent force in consoli-
dating the social basis of the Hindu culture. The
four grades of culture implicit in the system were
integrated into an important factor in the progress
of Indian civilisation in the past. The modern idea
of a ckssless society negates the fundamental nature
of human being which generally was divided into the
four categories evolved by the psychologists of ancient
India. "The real greatness of the Indian system of
the four varnas", says Sri Aurobindo, "did not
lie in its well-ordered division; it consisted in the
ethical and spiritual contents which the thinkers and
builders of the society poured into these forms. They
started with the idea of the intellectual, ethical and
spiritual growth of the individual as the principal
need of humanity, society as its necessary frame-
work and its system of relations. A secure pkce had
to be found for him in the community from which
he could serve these relations, maintain and pay all
his debt to the society and proceed to his self-
development with the best possible help from the